CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA
up the middle by the explosions and, one hopes, died at
once. Their guts trickled out.
A second Red Cross tent was also destroyed. Altogether
three patients were killed and several wounded.
The doctors, dressers, and as many of the wounded who
could move ran out of the camp to shelter in ditches.
It is hard to believe that the pilot could not see that these
were Red Cross doctors with armlets, and that he was
attacking wounded men. He appeared to spectators to
change his course and pursue them, throwing bombs which
exploded either just outside the ditches or fell into water.
Holmes, who was the last to leave, was thrown down
by the force of their explosion. Then the plane flew
away.
The Unit withdrew to a ravine, where they carried on
their work under cover. The ruined site of their Korem
camp was bombed again on March 5, and again on March 6.
On the 8th the Unit was able to move into caves above
Lake Ashangi. Melly, the leader of the Unit, reported
ten tents destroyed and twenty-five unusable as a result
of the three bombardments. Two weeks of medical stores
were left.
Like the bombardment of the Swedish Red Cross near
Dolo and of the Ethiopian Red Cross on Amba Aradam
and at Daggahbur, the bombardment of the British Red
Cross was cold-blooded and deliberate.
It had the same object. It was intended to drive away
the Red Crosses from the front while the Italians were
employing illegal methods of warfare.
They now began to weave a web of gas all over Lake
Ashangi and the plain of Korem.
The League gave them the cue for which they were
waiting.
On March 4 the Committee of Thirteen sent a request
to both parties, inviting them to open negotiations for the
cessation of hostilities within the framework of the League,
and in the spirit of the Covenant.
This, at a time when the Emperor's last army was in the
field ; when it was clear that sanctions must be increased
now, if ever the system was to survive.
No machinery was set up to bring the two parties together.

